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Our contingent of Chicago Farmers was on its 
way to tour Fair Oaks Farms, a consortium of
family dairy and swine farms in northwest

 Indiana, on a day that promised sunny skies and 90
degree  temperatures. With that in mind, wide brimmed
hats and sunscreen were musts for the trip.

The 36 members of our summer field trip soon learned
that these items were not necessary because Fair Oaks
ferries its visitors to its swine and dairy facilities via 
an air conditioned, bio-secure bus. Additionally, while
 getting good views of the animals, visitors do not have
direct  contact with any of the animals so that there is
little chance of animals being contaminated by germs
or  diseases that humans might inadvertently bring
with them. It is an odor-free and dirt-free visit that is
highly entertaining and educational.

Fair Oaks Farms, a 75 mile drive from Chicago in
 northwest Indiana, opened its doors to the public in 

January 2004. Initially showcasing dairy farming, Fair
Oaks was created to educate the public about farming
operations and how dairy cows are raised and milked.
The pig facility opened in 2013 and allows meaningful

Respect for animals, environment take center stage
at Fair Oaks Farms

By Denise Faris

A recently born piglet was introduced to us through a
viewing window by a  farrowing technician at Fair Oaks.

…visitors do not have direct  contact with any
of the animals so that there is little chance

of animals being contaminated
by germs or  diseases that humans might

inadvertently bring with them.
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has been so  successful that there will soon be a
poultry farm and a John Deere exhibit along with
the present dairy and hog farms.

I like this positive, open attitude. Too often in the
past, farmers have disregarded the fact that most
people want to know where their food originates,
to have confidence in how it is produced and
 possibly become acquainted with the growers. Fair
Oaks has been very successful in a very big way in
communicating with the public, but we each can
do our part, too. If you farm, invite people to visit
your farm. If you are a landowner, make it a point
to learn the facts about how and what your land
produces and then share that knowledge.

Sincerely,

Eric Rund

I am writing this at the
Farm Progress Show in
 Decatur. Day two has come
to an end and lines of cars
are politely filing out of the
alfalfa field parking lots
and heading home. I am
relaxing with colleagues
after a hot but enjoyable
day of visiting with people

about renewable energy at the U of I Extension
bioenergy demonstration plot.

This event, with its hundreds of outdoor exhibits 
of the latest machinery and technology, along 
with its dozens of live demonstrations of 
harvesting, tillage, tilling and fertilizing, is a 
sign that summer is ending and soon we will be
harvesting our own crops.

They used to bill this as the world’s largest
 dynamic farm show. I don’t know if it still qualifies
as the world’s largest, but it never disappoints for
lack of innovative ideas. What’s curious is that the
majority of these ideas don’t originate with the
 corporate giants like John Deere, Case, Agco, etc.,
but from smaller companies and individual farmer
inventors who see a need and develop a solution. 
The Chicago Farmers witnessed this kind of grass
roots innovation in agricultural public relations
when we visited Fair Oaks Farms in July. Denise
Faris has written an in-depth report on the visit 
for this newsletter. The original group of dairymen
who formed Fair Oaks understood about the
 growing disconnect between farmers and
 consumers. With each new generation, fewer
 people have even the slightest chance to see how
their food is produced. Even a visit to grandma’s 
or an uncle’s farm is a thing of the past. These
 dairymen knew the value of experiencing
 firsthand what happens on a farm. They even
 figured out a way to allow the public to see their
animals and how they are raised and yet keep the
animals safe from contamination. This approach
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President’s Message

September 14 .... Leasing Trends

October 5 .......... Sustainable Water
 Resources

November 9 ...... Succession Planning

December 7....... Holiday Event, Cathedral
Hall, University Club

January 11........ Global Ag Policy

February 6......... Farmland Forum,
 Weitendorf Ag Ed Center, JJC

March 14 .......... GMO Technology

April 11............. Land Values

May 9................ Dramatic Presentation on
Immigration, Federal
 Reserve Bank of Chicago

*Unless otherwise noted, all meetings are held on
the 4th floor of the Illini Center. Meeting topics
are  subject to change.

2015-2016 Programs*



interaction with the animals under a controlled
 environment. A crop education building,
 sponsored by Land O’ Lakes, is under construction
and will open in 2016. John Deere has plans to
open an  equipment  museum at Fair Oaks, also in
2016, and the poultry  industry will become a part
of Fair Oaks with a laying facility in 2016.
 Negotiations are under way for a hotel on the
grounds.

“We wanted to be proactive and let the public see
our farming operations,” Gary Corbett, CEO of 
Fair Oaks Farms, told us during our luncheon
break at the Farmhouse Restaurant, which opened
at Fair Oaks last year. He later noted, “Only one
percent of the U.S. population makes its living
from  agriculture. We think it is very important for
 farmers to reach out to the other 99 percent and
begin to help these people understand the
 wonderment that is 21st century agriculture.”

Nine dairy farm families purchased the original
15,000 acres of land in 1998 from Prudential
 Insurance, which had accumulated the acreage
with the thought that it would be used as a third
airport for the Chicago area. Presently, Fair Oaks
covers 32,000 acres. The same families that
 purchased the site are farming the ground and
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Fair Oaks, from page 1 milking the cows today, said Corbett. There are 92
dairy farm families that own the dairy education
facilities.

Sitting on either side of Interstate 65, Fair Oaks
Farms is highly visible and easy to reach by car.
Some 350,000 people a year visit it. Corbett said
the vast majority of Fair Oaks is a non-profit
501C3 organization. Recently, Cargill and Farm
Credit donated funds for a dining area for the
75,000 school children that visit Fair Oaks Farms
during the school year and summer.

Our day at Fair Oaks began at the Pork Education
Center where you can read numerous pig facts
written on the walls of the facility (e.g., pig heart
valves have been implanted in humans since
1975, one pig produces 475 strips of bacon) and
enjoy interactive displays. We then departed on
our tour bus for the Visitor Center, which is the
entry to the pig facility.  All of the manure from
the Pig Adventure is piped to the methane
 digesters at the dairy (more about this later). As a
result, there is no odor. Additionally, the visitors’
galleries, which allow you to view the pigs through
large windows, throughout the facility have a
completely separate ventilation system.

Our guide, Marie, discussed the bio-security that is

Pregnant cows await the birth of their calves
in the dry cow barn.

A Chinese Meishan boar, center at the back of the pen, resides
in one of the pens because the breed emits a highly odiferous

pheromone that helps to bring the gilts into heat.
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Continued on page 6

in place at the facility. She noted that farmers who
work at the site must shower every morning before
entering the facility, don work clothes that are
 provided for them, and shower when leaving for
the day. We took a virtual shower to get the idea.

Our first stop was the Growing Barn where the
 female pigs or gilts (females that have not had
 litters) are viewed in the barn’s free roaming pens
through large windows that run along a hallway
overlooking the barn. The young pigs are 
acquired from Fair Oaks’ sister farms. The pigs 
are  separated in the pens by age and range from
three to four weeks to six to seven months, when
they become sexually mature. A Chinese Meishan
boar resides in one of the pens because the breed
emits a highly odiferous pheromone that helps to
bring the gilts into heat. A partnership with PIC, 
a pig genetics company, allows Fair Oaks to 
enhance its breeding standards through artificial
insemination. Once pregnant, the pig is moved to
the Gestation Barn.

In the pens in the Gestation Barn, the pigs are
marked on their backs with color markers to
 indicate their progress in the gestation period,

which is three months, three weeks and three days.
The sows produce two to three litters a year, with
about 14 piglets per litter. Visitors are able to view
births through viewing pods overlooking the
 farrowing crates, which give room for the sow and
the nursing piglets, but inhibit the sow’s ability to
turn over and possibly crush the young pigs. These

Margaret McGrath, from left, Barbara Clark, Bill Johnson,
and George Clark were among the attendees at TCF’s tour at

Fair Oaks Farms.
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crates to check every 20 minutes on the sows that
were having difficulty giving birth. If there was not
a birth, the technician put on a plastic glove over
her hand and arm, slipped her arm into the birth
canal and retrieved a piglet. The technicians also
stopped at each crate to count the pigs in a litter,
weigh the litter, note the genders, administer iron
shots, and clip the piglets’ needle teeth. It takes
about three to five hours for the birth of an
 average litter. We were able to get a close up view
of a piglet born earlier in the morning when a
 farrowing technician brought it to a viewing area
behind glass.

Litters are weaned off the sow after 21 days and
moved to a nursery that focuses on their health
and well-being. They are then sold. After weaning,
the sows are moved to the gestation pens where
the reproductive cycle begins again. At three to
four-years-old, the sows are sent to market.

Our bus then transported us to the Farmhouse
Restaurant for a buffet luncheon. Our next stop,

crates are kept warm for the piglets, which need
103 degree temperatures after birth, while a fan
above the sow keeps her cooler.

As we watched the sows and the litters, a team of
farrowing technicians moved along the rows of

Fair Oaks, from page 5

Gary Corbett, left, CEO of Fair Oaks Farms, talks with
Eric Rund, president of Chicago Farmers, about the

operations at Fair Oaks.
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via bus, was the dairy operation. But, first, a short
walk to the Birthing Barn where we watched from
an amphitheater two cows, behind glass, in the
process of giving birth. A few of the pregnant cows
are brought to this facility so visitors can be a part
of the birthing experience. 

Our bus took us to one of the several dairy farms

              

   l med

 

Follow us on social media

Luis Rund and friends Audrey and Bailey view the tanks
that hold milk from recently milked cows.

Continued on page 8

that are part of Fair Oaks. The dairy side of the
farms began production in February 2000. Free
stall barns were configured so that each cow was
not confined to one stall. The dairy operation we
visited had 3,200 head of cattle while across all of
the farms there are 37,000 head. Veterinarians and
animal scientists are part of the dairies’ staff. As
we neared the barn, we passed large mounds of
chopped corn silage that was fermenting under
plastic tarps. Harvested from the acreage at Fair
Oaks, the silage will become feed for the cattle.
Each cow consumes 17 tons of feed per year.

Our bus entered the dry cow barn where we viewed
cows from the bus windows that were waiting to
give birth. Overhead sprinklers kept the cattle cool.
The barn has sand beds for the cows because 
it is inorganic and won’t support bacteria growth
that would infect the cow’s udder. Maternity
 technicians check the expectant mothers, who
have been artificially inseminated, every hour to
monitor their progress. It takes one to two hours
for a birth, with about less than five percent of the
cows needing assistance. After birth, the calf is fed
colostrum, which is produced by the cows, four
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times on the first day.  The calf is moved to a small
hutch outside of the barn shortly after birth.

Next bus stop, the milking parlor. After we
 disembarked from the bus, we were led to a glassed
in viewing area that overlooked a rotating milking
station that accommodates 72 cows at one time.
There are 11 such “merry-go-rounds” in operation
at Fair Oaks. While the cows are seen contentedly
chewing cud, dairy technicians are busy below the
rotating platform sanitizing teats, attaching
 milking units, taking samples of milk to ensure
that nothing is abnormal, sanitizing the teats

Fair Oaks, from page 7

Started by a group of farmers in 1925, COUNTRY 
Financial® has a long history with the agriculture 
industry. From protecting your farm and family to 
planning for the future, we o�er solutions to help 
you with: 

• Farm Insurance 
• Auto and Home Insurance 
• Life Insurance 
• Retirement Planning 
• and more

Contact your local COUNTRY Financial 
representative today to find out more.

Safeguard your farm, 
family and future

Policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, Bloomington, IL.

0415-601HO

Shortly after birth, each calf is moved to a hutch
that has straw bedding.

Sows nursing their litters in the farrowing crates.
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The methane that is generated is scrubbed of CO2
and becomes fuel, compressed natural gas, for the
dairy trucks that transport the farms’ milk to
 market. The accumulation of the manure is done
in a timely manner, noted Corbett, so there is not

Continued on page 15

Wells Fargo Private Bank provides products and services through Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. and its various affiliates and subsidiaries. Wells Fargo & Company and its affiliates 
do not provide legal advice. Please consult your legal advisors to determine how this information may apply to your own situation. Whether any planned tax result is 
realized by you depends on the specific facts of your situation at the time your taxes are prepared. © 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. NMLSR ID 399801

Wealth Planning   Banking   Trust   Investments   Insurance

wellsfargoprivatebank.com

There is a lot to manage 
with real estate
Whether your real estate assets are strictly business or as personal as the 
family farm, Wells Fargo Real Estate Services can help. Our specialists take 
a strategic, objective approach and can assist with all aspects of real estate 
and property management. Contact us today to discover how we can assist 
you in maximizing your assets while minimizing the hassle.

Laura A. Sheehan 
Trust and Fiduciary Speclialist 
(312) 592-5665 
laura.a.sheehan@wellsfargo.com

again and attaching the milking unit to harvest
the milk. Following the milking, which takes about
five minutes during an eight and one-half minute
rotation and has left the cow 20 to 30 pounds
lighter, the teats are disinfected and the cow
serenely backs out of her station and follows the
cow ahead of her back into the barn. “It is the herd
mentality,” our guide noted. “The cows know when
to exit.” The milk produced at Fair Oaks is
 transported to the southeastern United States and
sold to Kroger and Dean Foods. 

Following our tours, we watched a short, light-
hearted 4-D film that provides education about
dairy farms and their operations. 

While Fair Oaks is concerned about its livestock, 
it also is a good steward of the environment. 
When the cows leave to be milked, the waste in
their stalls is sucked up through a vacuum and
 directed to underground anaerobic digesters where
 microbes are busy at work breaking down the
 manure solids. 

The milking parlors at Fair Oaks have milking rotary units
that accommodate 72 cows at once for milking.
The milking process takes 8.5 minutes per cow.
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University of Wisconsin-
Madison student Tyler
Troiola recently received
a scholarship from The
Chicago Farmers. 
Tyler will be a senior 
this school year at the
 university where he is an
Agricultural and Applied
Economics major, with an
emphasis in agronomy.

Tyler’s family originally was from Brookfield,
 Illinois, but moved to Eagle, Wisconsin, when he
was 13-years-old. In a letter to TCF, Tyler said that
moving to Eagle allowed him to start helping out
on his uncles’ cash crop farm, which he immensely
enjoyed. “Not only did they teach me the value 
of hard work, I also learned countless skills and
 realized that I wanted to pursue a degree in
 agriculture,” wrote Tyler. “I decided on the
 University of Wisconsin-Madison, and it has been
one of the best decisions I have ever made.”

While at UW-Madison, Tyler has been involved
with Badger Crops Club, Badger Dairy Club, World
Dairy Expo, and Ag Business Management Club.
He has served as Vice Noble Ruler of Management
and Operations for the Iota chapter of Alpha
Gamma Rho and Director of Collegiate Farm
 Bureau at UW-Madison. Tyler also completed a
sales internship with AgriGold Hybrids, and he
works  part-time during the school year at Bucky’s
 Butchery, the campus butcher shop and meat
 science lab. Upon graduation in May 2016, Tyler
hopes to return to Eagle, Wisconsin, and farm with
his uncles, who gave him his start in agriculture.

Iowa State University student Ella Meyer also was
awarded a scholarship by The Chicago  Farmers.
Ella is majoring in animal science and she is in the  

Wisconsin, Iowa State
 students receive
TCF scholarships
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pre-veterinary  medicine
program at Iowa State.
After two more years in
the program, she hopes to
advance to the veterinary
medicine  program at the
university. Following
 graduation, Ella plans to
own a herd of Polled
 Hereford cattle in Iowa.
She said a local

 veterinarian office that serves the community’s
companion and  production animals is 
her first choice for  employment.

Ella wrote to TCF, “As a hard working college
 student, I greatly appreciate the scholarship you
have donated to me. I was class valedictorian at a
small town high school in Iowa. From an early
age, I knew that I wanted to work with animals. 
I couldn’t see myself doing anything else, despite
knowing how much hard work and dedication it
takes to become a veterinarian.”

While Ella completed her sophomore year at Iowa
in the spring, she has a junior’s worth of credits.
During the school year Ella helped to organize and

present the Iowa State Block and Bridle Club’s
 Cyclone Classic cattle show. She said the show was
a success and there was a very large attendance.
Ella also was a teaching assistant, which she said
was a good learning experience. Additionally, she
gained practical experience through her work as
an undergraduate laboratory research assistant in
a lab on the university’s campus.

Ella wrote that to achieve her goal of becoming a
veterinarian, she has been helping a local vet.
Also, over the past several years, she has shown
cattle and supported the beef industry and the
Hereford breed. Recently, she was the Iowa
 Hereford Queen. “I owe the Hereford Association
for teaching me many life lessons and providing
me with lifelong friends,” Ella wrote in her note 
to TCF.

“My ultimate goal is to help my community by
caring for our food animals and beloved pets,” 
Ella wrote. “Your generous scholarship will help
me fund my eight years of college and will help
me be the best veterinarian I can be for those who
need me.”

Pro�table Winery and Vineyard Business for Sale
Sleepy Creek Vineyards is a vineyard, winery, events venue and vacation 
rental on 39 acres in scenic Vermilion County, IL. It is being o�ered for 
sale by owners as a turnkey business. All assets are for sale, including 
the established 10 acre vineyard, 25 acres of forested land with pond 
and creek, 5800 square foot timber-framed building and other 
outbuildings, equipment and supplies, wine and retail inventory, 
furnishings and �xtures, branding, marketing, formulas, trademarks and 
intellectual property. The business is currently operating and pro�table, 
with a projected revenue increase of 15% in 2015. There is a huge 
potential for growth.  Visit www.sleepycreekvineyards.com to get an 
overview of the current business. Asking price is $1,580,000.  

Contact info@sleepycreekvineyards.com for more information.

Highlights
• Currently operating and pro�table
• Huge growth potential
• Diversi�ed business
• 39 +/- total acres
• Beautiful timber frame facility
• Established 10 acre vineyard
• Loyal customer base
• Award winning wines
• Strong marketing
• Unique trademarked products
• Close to interstate and parks
• Skilled sta� running daily operations
• Only 2 hours from Chicago and Indy
• Optional home with 5 acres
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Serving America’s Landowners Since 1929

  

�Our Team of Specialists Market, Negotiate
and Manage the Lease for You

�$2,000,000 Hunting Liability Coverage Included

�Hunting Leases Add Additional Control to Your Property

EARN EXTRA INCOME
AND

ADD ADDITIONAL CONTROL
TO YOUR PROPERTY

We Can Help You Make It Happen

www.NationalHuntingLeases.com

Many landowners want to increase
income while maintaining control of
those who hunt or fish on their land.
We market and negotiate the lease,
collect payment, and establish rules.
Our program not only provides good
additional income for you, but a
hunting lease also provides additional
help with eliminating trespassing and
poaching on your property. All hunters
are required to carry $2,000,000
hunting liability insurance coverage.

For additional info, contact:

John Zito, Jr.
Hunting Lease Consultant

815-281-2115
jzitojr@nationalhuntingleases.com

Roger Clark
50 South LaSalle Street, Chicago, IL 60603
312-444-3353 or RC28@NTRS
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Roll Call

JoAnne Long, from left, Sharon Perry, Dr. Susan Kern,
and Evadean Watts visit prior to a meeting.

Stephen Schuster,
left, and 

William McCarty
await the start of a

meeting.

Mary Mossman,
Phyllis Cassata

and 
Marilyn Mayer
were luncheon
partners during a
recent meeting.

Peg Freel and 
Jim Ward rekindle

 memories of the recent
Netherlands’ trip as
they view Peg’s photos

on her iPad.

Spain is in our future
By Jim Ward, Travel Chairman

The destination of Chicago Farmers’ next Study
Tour Program is Spain in September 2016. While
final details are not complete, I can share that 
we will fly non-stop from O’Hare International 
Airport on Iberia Airlines to Madrid. We cannot
book with Iberia more than 12 months out, but we
have a tentative itinerary for our Spanish visit. 
It is our hope that we will catch the grape harvest
in full swing. 

There are plans in place for Monday through
 Saturday activities that include visiting farms,
ranches, vineyards, dairies, museums, a sword and
knife factory, craft shops, and staying in four star
hotels. As with previous trips, all breakfasts will be
included, as well as most luncheon and dinners.
Some meals will be open so we can sample the
Spanish cuisine “on our own.”

In addition to Madrid, the seven-day Study Tour
will take us to Toledo, La Mancha, Avila,
 Salamanca, Valladolid, and Segovia. We will
 announce more details regarding price in the 
near future.
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A catalyst for sound public policy, providing objective information
 to foster a deeper understanding of issues shaping the future

 for agriculture, the food system and rural regions.

Follow us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/theFarmFoundation

1301 West 22nd Street     Oak Brook, IL 60523     630-571-9393     www.farmfoundation.org 

Agricultural Financing  Crop Insurance  Rural Home Loans  Appraisals  Agribusiness and more.
(800) 444-3276  www.1stfarmcredit.com

1st Farm Credit Services is an equal opportunity provider.
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REPUTABLE  |  RELIABLE  |  HARDWORKING

just like my “H”

PUTTING LAND INVESTMENTS TO WORK

AUCTIONS

BROKERAGE

CONSULTING

MANAGEMENT

Ray L. Brownfi eld ALC AFM

2683 US 34 | Oswego IL 60543 | 630.258.4800 | landprollc.us

Sharon Perry learns interesting facts about raising pigs
during the tour of Fair Oaks Farms.

Pregnant pigs in the gestation barn.

sufficient time for the atmosphere to interact with
it or for flies to be attracted to it. The manure
solids also are converted into top soil by the same
process and used in Fair Oaks’ fields.

A presentation by Bob Divers of United Power
Company, which operates the renewable energy
system for Fair Oaks, gave our group an overview
of how Fair Oaks creates and uses the biomass 
and a glimpse of things to come. Plans are in
progress to operate a greenhouse at Fair Oaks to
grow lettuce using the CO2 that is scrubbed from
the methane.

After a full day, there still was time to shop in 
the Fair Oaks Gift Shop for dairy products and the
 delicious cookies we had for lunch!

Fair Oaks, from page 9
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