
Mission Statement
The mission of The Chicago Farmers is to  provide those with an interest in agriculture 

a means to enhance knowledge, profitability, stewardship, consumer awareness, and  fellowship.
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Orion Samuelson, left, talked with 11-year-old Charlie Folkes
of Elkhart, Illinois, about tractors at the Investment Fair.

Charlie’s father, Dan, is next to Orion.

A breakout session on Farm Law presented by Andy Holstine,
TCF president, and Rich Schell, past TCF president and

co-chair of the Investment Fair, attracted a capacity crowd.

Judi Heck and Andy Holstine, TCF president Continued on page 5

Everett Hauert and Steve Anderson were happy
men when they left The Chicago Farmers’ 2013
Farmland Investment Fair at Joliet Junior
 College’s Weitendorf Agricultural Education
 Center. Each had come to the Fair with a goal
and each achieved their goal.

“This is the third time I have come to the
 Investment Fair,” related Everett of Elwood,
 Illinois, who raises grass fed Angus cattle. “The
Fair has very good speakers. I also came this 
year to find a butcher for my cattle and I did. 
I  appreciated what I heard.”

Everett’s comments were about Louis John Slagel
of Slagel Family Farm in Fairbury, Illinois. The
27-year-old raises sheep, cows, pigs, goats, and
ducks that end up on the dining tables of some 
of Chicago’s finest restaurants: the Signature
Room in the John Hancock Center, 16 at the
Trump Hotel, and the West Loop’s Girl and the
Goat and Blackbird, to name a few.

“We slaughter and process to order,” Louis told 
a packed room of Fair attendees during his
breakout session, ‘From Gate to the Plate.’ “Our
customers place their orders on Sunday night
and we slaughter the pigs and butcher our aged
beef on Monday. Similarly, the lambs are in the
barn on Tuesday and in the chefs’ coolers on
Wednesday.”

Everett knew he possibly had found his butcher.

Investment Fair
continues to connect

By Denise Faris



2

A catalyst for sound public policy, providing objective information
 to foster a deeper understanding of issues shaping the future

 for agriculture, the food system and rural regions.

Follow us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/theFarmFoundation

1301 West 22nd Street     Oak Brook, IL 60523     630-571-9393     www.farmfoundation.org 

For all of your agricultural needs

1806 Fox Drive
Suite D
Champaign,
Illinois  61820-7334

TEL:  217-359-3300

801 Warrenville Road
Suite 150
Lisle,
Illinois  60532-1357

TEL:  630-434-9150

Visit our website at www.capitalag.com

The Farmland Professionals

Capital
Agricultural
Property
Services, Inc.

Management
and Consulting

Real Estate 
Brokerage

♦ Detailed budgeting & 
    accounting
♦ Lease analysis & negotiation
♦ Commodity marketing
♦ Crop input selection
♦ Complete farm planning/
 consulting
♦ Written inspection reports

♦ Effective presentation of 
    property to buyers
♦ Assist  with 1031 Exchanges
♦ Network of qualified buyers
♦ Pricing strategy
♦ Cooperate with other brokers
♦ Appraisal



greater interest in modern agriculture and how
food is produced but I think there is also wariness
as interests outside of the industry express their
various concerns.

I feel it is important to be aware of emerging
 perceptions and issues that may not seem
 directly related to farming but which will impact
the industry. When public dialogue on a topic
 involves the majority of our society that is not
 experienced in production agriculture, there is
the potential for opinions to be formed based on
limited or incorrect information. Our programs
can serve as showcase of what agri-business does
well, a look at what can be improved, where
changes are coming and can help shape a
 balanced vision of the next generation of
 farming and agri-business. My hope is that, as
society’s conscious evolves, the public discourse
will include balanced information from many
sources and will not be dominated by any one
voice. The Chicago Farmers is an educational
 organization and I hope we can find ways to
share our resources and mission with more of the
public.

We have three more meetings before our summer
break, featuring speakers who will discuss land
values, the Illinois Ag Leadership trip to China
and, lastly, estate planning and the role of
 corporate trustees.  As spring begins to break, I
look forward to seeing
each of you at an
 upcoming meeting.

A few weeks ago, the
Farmers hosted the annual
Farmland Investment Fair
in Joliet. There are many
things that I personally
enjoy about this event, not
the least of which is the
chance to meet the many
new and interesting
 people involved in the
 different areas of

 agriculture. It is also a great opportunity to learn
about lots of topics which you don’t  otherwise
have a chance to hear about in the world of  
agri-business. This year, the Fair attracted 22
speakers on 17 topics in addition to more than 
40 exhibitors in the main hall.

One thing I have really come to appreciate about
this event is the chance this offers to talk 
one-on-one with our sponsors. If you are like me,
you hear the company names every month and
know their great reputations but do not have a
direct connection to the company. It is nice to
change that as I find putting a face to the organi-
zation is meaningful. I am always  impressed with
the experience and knowledge of these people,
their ideas and connections they have.  Beyond
learning their professional  background, you also
learn a bit of their interests and life story. I hope
our sponsors and exhibitors feel like they gained
as much from the day as I did.

The day after the Investment Fair was the Super
Bowl and part of the pageantry of this event is
the commercials. One of the most talked about
this year featured Paul Harvey’s voice and the
tag line about God creating a farmer. I found the
strong, positive reaction by the public to this
commercial interesting as I think our society
holds a mixed perception about farming. There
remains a strong connection to the Rockwellian
image of the rugged individual working his
ground. But contemporary agriculture gets
painted with a different brush, creating a picture
both more nuanced and less clear. There is
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The two men exchanged information. The
 connection was made.

Steve Anderson of SF Anderson Financial in Lisle
had an exhibitor’s booth at the Investment Fair
and he made several good contacts during the
day. “This was the first time I have attended the
Fair and I thought it was very worthwhile,”
 related Steve, a financial planner specializing in
estate planning and business life insurance. Steve
heard about the Investment Fair on Orion
Samuelson’s WGN radio program and decided to
be an exhibitor. He wrote an email to Orion,
whom he had previously met, to thank him for

suggesting attending the Fair. Steve wrote in his
email, “I wanted you to know that I felt the Fair
was an effective use of my time and the money I
spent for the booth.”

This year’s Fair attracted some 200 attendees 
and 38 exhibitors and was coordinated by Jeff
Martin and Rich Schell, both of whom are past
 presidents of The Chicago Farmers. The two men
have been co-chairmen of the Investment Fair for
the past several years.

Orion Samuelson and Jeff Martin, co-chair of the
Farmland Investment Fair.

Rob Elliott of Monsanto and Elliott Farms in Monmouth and
Cameron, Illinois, right, met Dan Swick of Delta Institute prior
to the Monsanto breakout session “Meeting Global Demands.”

Kathryn Pecora, grant assistant with Will County Land Use
 Department, Rich Schell, co-chair of the Investment Fair,

and Jim Slama, president of FamilyFarmed.org.

Louis John Slagel presented “From the Gate to the Plate,”
an overview of his farm operation that provides meat

for many upscale restaurants in Chicago.

Investment Fair, from page 1



Plate. Most of the sessions were filled to capacity.

Mike Oelschlager of Big O Farm in Pontiac,
 Illinois, was a first time attendee. “I think the
Fair is enjoyable and the booths are very nice,”
said Mike. “I also liked the presentation on 1031
Exchanges. My wife, Mary, has attended in the
past. She is an ag lawyer and a member of the
Illinois Ag Leadership Class of 2002. She helped
at the Ag Leadership’s booth one year. She

5

“I felt we had a very successful Fair,” said Jeff,
whose Martin Family Farms also had an
 exhibitor’s booth. “There was an outstanding
line-up of exhibitors along with excellent
 programming. I heard comment after comment
about how the Fair is a great place to further
your education and network with the leaders in
the agriculture arena.”

Coena Coffee, TCF member and former member
of the board of directors, agreed with Jeff’s
 summary and commented, “This is a great
 opportunity for networking. You meet so many
interesting people and you learn a lot. I have
never attended a TCF meeting or a Farmland
 Investment Fair that I did not learn something.”

And there were many opportunities to learn.
Among the breakout sessions were: Small
Acreage Farming, International Ag Investing, 
Ag Production Costs, Farm Law, Social Media,
 Farmland Values, Meeting Global Demands,
Evolving Biomass Markets, Cover Crops for Your
Farm, 1031 Exchange, Grass Fed Livestock,
 Managing Drainage, Bridging the Gap, Urban
and Value Added, and From the Gate to the

Lynne Ostfeld,
TCF member,
left, and Joan
Centlivre, past
TCF president,
were among
the attendees
at the 
Farm Law 
101 breakout
 session.

Jim Ward, TCF travel chairman, tells Leslie Slagel and her son,
Branson, about the upcoming TCF study tour to Germany. Mrs.
Slagel’s husband, Louis John, was a breakout session presenter.Joliet Junior

 College
 sophomore
 Landon Leins
 examines a John
Deere tractor
while at the
 Investment Fair.

Jacob
Oelschlager, 
two and 
one-half years
old,one of the
youngest Fair 
attendees, with
his parents,
Mike and Mary
Oelschlager.

Continued on page 6
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thought I would enjoy attending the Fair.”  

Landon Leins, a sophomore at Joliet Junior
 College, was among those in attendance. He
plans to attend Purdue University next year
where he will major in Animal Agri Business.
“I’ve enjoyed the Investment Fair. I had the
chance to meet Orion Samuelson,” Landon said.

Indeed, Orion was on hand to meet people and
sell and autograph his recent book, You Can’t
Dream Big Enough. Orion noted that two of the
people he met were two youngsters. “They were
very good conversationalists. One of the boys was
11 going on 30,” joked Orion. “They were very
impressive and they both said they wanted to be
farmers.”

Pete Petges, left,
TCF treasurer,
and Eric Rund,
TCF vice
 president, were
available to
 answer questions
about The
Chicago Farmers
during the Fair.

Chad Kies, from left, Eric Wilkinson and Mark Breeden of Hertz
Farm Management were among the exhibitors.

Investment Fair, from page 5

See you next year!
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Jim Ward honored

The Chicago Farmers’ recognized Jim Ward
 during the December meeting at the University
Club for his contributions to TCF. Jim serves as
TCF’s travel chairman and chairman of the
Scholarship Fund. TCF President Andy Holstine
observed that as a result of Jim’s work, numerous
college students have received thousands of
 dollars in scholarship funds and many students
at the Chicago High School for Agricultural
 Sciences have received funds.

Andy presented Jim with a plaque bearing Jim’s
likeness wearing his trademark beret and citing
him for “Outstanding efforts in tirelessly
 promoting member support of The Chicago
Farmers’ Scholarship Fund.” Jim’s grandson,
Shane Ward, and granddaughter, Caryn Lantz,
were surprise attendees and witnessed the
 presentation. Due to a snowstorm in
 Minneapolis, Jim’s son, Jeff, missed the
 presentation, but he did arrive on time to offer
his father congratulations. “I was surprised that
they were all here. I was bamboozled,” said Jim.

The meeting also featured Orion Samuelson of
WGN Radio who offered remarks to the group
and sold and autographed his book, You Can’t
Dream Big Enough. Guest speakers discussed the
federal crop insurance program.

Andy Holstine presented Jim Ward with a plaque
that cited Jim for his tireless efforts on behalf of TCF.

Jim Ward was surprised to see his son, Jeff Ward, left,
and his grandson, Shane Ward, right, at the December
 meeting. A Minneapolis snowstorm delayed Jeff’s arrival
in Chicago, but he eventually made it to the meeting.

Shane teaches at the University of Chicago.

Orion Samuelson signed a copy of his book, You Can’t Dream
Big Enough, for James Bloomstrand.

Caryn Lantz of
 Minneapolis and 
Jim Ward’s
 granddaughter was
on hand for the
plaque presentation
for her grandfather.
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FOR SALE
80 ACRES PRIME FARM GROUND
Iroquois County (Close to Interstate 57)

Investors Welcome!
$824,000

($10,300 per acre)

Contact Gary’s Cell: 815-383-9917
Or Rick: 815-383-9938

Scholarship
recipient named

University of Wisconsin-
Madison student Jordan
Haelfrisch is a recipient
of a scholarship from The
Chicago Farmers. While
he was majoring in Dairy
Science, he now is in the
process of  switching to Ag
and Applied Economics.

Jordan grew up on a 60
cow dairy farm in Reedsville, Wisconsin. The
 operation mainly milks Holsteins, with the
 majority of them being registered. Jordan said
his passion for the dairy industry developed from
working on his parents’ and neighbors’ farms.
Throughout high school, Jordan worked on
 several farms where he milked cows, did
 fieldwork and maintenance, “and any other job 
I could find. I even worked for a  manure
 application company for a summer.”  Jordan said
that these jobs taught him life skills and
 developed the work ethic that he has today. 

Jordan related that he enjoyed working with the
animals and still helps at home as many
 weekends as he can. Last summer he interned 
at  Second Look Holsteins of Eden (Wisconsin) to
learn more about running a commercial dairy
farm. This summer he will intern at Helena.

In high school, Jordan was active in FFA. He
 received a second individual rank at the state
level in the Farm Business Management
 Competition and he went on to compete at the
national level where he won a silver ranking.  

Jordan is active in several clubs. He is the Vice
Noble Ruler of Membership Development for
Alpha Gamma Rho and with the Badger Dairy
Club, he just fulfilled his position as co-general
chair for the World Dairy Expo. Next year,
 Jordan will be the general chair for World Dairy
Expo. He said he enjoys working with the staff of

Continued on page 10
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Longtime Chicago Farmers
member William “Bill”
Green passed away on
January 28. Bill was a
strong supporter of The
Chicago Farmers and a
friendly presence at our
monthly meetings and the
Farmland Investment Fair.
He served terms as vice
president and president

and he was a Plowman of the Year for
 Outstanding Service and Leadership to the
 Organization. Bill will be missed.

Bill was born in Camp Grove, Illinois, where he
was raised on a farm. His family related that
farming was very much a part of his life. Family
members said that his friends at The Mather,
Bill’s residence in Evanston, reported that
 farming was always the first topic of Bill’s
 conversations. He even shared some of the
 related farming newsletters with his residents.

Bill served as an officer in the Air Force and

manned a radar station in Minnesota scanning
for a possible attack by Russia. He married, had
three children and settled in Geneva, Illinois. He
was a  founder of the Tri-Cities Soccer Association
and he went on countless Boy Scout camping
trips with his sons, including three ten day
 backpacking trips through the mountains of New
Mexico. Bill is survived by his two sons and
daughter and their families, which include five
grandchildren.

The family has requested that donations be
made to The Chicago Farmers’ Scholarship 
Fund. Donations may be made online at 
www.chicagofarmers.org or mailed to:
The Chicago Farmers, 332 S. Michigan Avenue,
Suite 1032; #C-110, Chicago, IL 60604-4434

In Memoriam - William Green (1931–2013)
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Welcome
new members

Wealth & Investment Management | Trust & Estate Services 
Private Banking | Family Office Services

 

For over 120 years, we’ve understood the value of putting in the hours 
it takes to identify and maximize opportunity. That’s why we take an 
enormous amount of pride in supporting Chicago Farmers.

For more information, visit northerntrust.com or contact: 

Brian Duke
50 South La Salle Street, Chicago, IL 60603
312-630-1772 or bcd1@ntrs.com

Research is at the 
heart of realizing 
opportunity.

Mary Callow was
 introduced to The Chicago
Farmers by TCF member
Marilyn Mayer
 Weidemann. Mary has a
small farm in Berrien
County Michigan, which
she leases to an operator
who  grows soybeans,
corn, wheat, and alfalfa
on a rotating basis. She is

a practicing lawyer and  founding partner of
Clingen, Callow & McLean LLC, a business
 practice law firm located in DuPage County.
Mary’s focus is trusts and estates, both in the
planning and  estate settlement areas. Over the
years she has been involved in the sales and
 purchases of farmland, 1031 Tax Free Exchanges,
establishing new entities to own farmland,
leases, and settling of family disputes. She is a
resident of Glen Ellyn and has a second home, a
100 plus year old farmhouse on her farm in
Michigan, which she recently renovated. Mary
said she enjoyed her first TCF meeting and looks
forward to her involvement with the group. She
hopes to be an active and contributing member
of The Chicago Farmers.

Scott Starkweather said
that he and his wife, 
Tina, enjoy meeting and
visiting with people who
share a similar love for
agriculture. They also 
are interested in the
 international agricultural
travel trip TCF sponsors
and they are joining TCF’s
upcoming study tour to

Germany. Scott and his wife were raised on farms
in Iowa.  Scott comes from a livestock operation
with hogs and sheep in Audubon, Iowa, and Tina
was raised on a large grain farm near Humboldt,
Iowa. Since graduation from college, Scott has
worked in agriculture related careers for

the World Dairy Expo to ensure that the show
runs smoothly and all exhibitors are satisfied.

Jordan wrote to TCF, “I would like to thank you
for the scholarship. With this generous
 scholarship, I will be able to focus on my studies
while still being an active member of Alpha
Gamma Rho and the Badger Dairy Club.”

Scholarship, from page 8
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 Leadership taught him, an Agricultural
 Production Specialist on a fourth generation
farm. He raises corn and soybeans. He just
 completed a 10 year term on the Illinois Soybean
Association as district 10 director. Dale currently
serves on the board of directors of Farm Credit
Services of Illinois. Through that board, Dale was
elected to serve on the Agribank District Farm
Credit Council and through that council, he was
elected to serve on the Farm Credit Council in
Washington DC. Dale lives on his farm, which is
between Sullivan and Arthur in Moultrie County,
approximately 180 miles south of Chicago, near
Decatur and Champaign. He said he lives in the
middle of the largest Amish community in
 Illinois. Dale said he looks forward to his
 membership with TCF and meeting others with
agricultural interests. He said he is always
 interested in listening to other’s agricultural
 experiences and willing to share what he has
learned over the years. 

 Monsanto, John Deere, First National Bank of
Omaha, and DuPont Pioneer. He and his wife
purchased their first farm in Iowa more than 
10 years ago and continue to invest in  
farmland. Scott works for DuPont Pioneer where
he manages a group of sales representatives in
Northern Illinois marketing Pioneer seed. He and
Tina live in Sycamore where Tina has her own
podiatry practice.

Dale Crawford heard
about TCF when he was
part of the Illinois Ag
Leadership class of 2002.
Later, he heard about the
Farmland Investment Fair.
He had hoped to attend
TCF events, but they
 conflicted with other
 commitments and he has
been unable to attend.

However, this year he is affected by a proposed
power line. The January meeting agenda that
dealt with wind easements, pipelines and
 transmission lines caught his attention and he
made the effort to attend the meeting. Dale is a
grain farmer or, as Joyce Watson of Ag

Serving America’s Landowners Since 1929
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1st Farm Credit Services 
Advanced Drainage Systems, Inc.
Advantage Realtors, LLC
AIM for the Heartland, Inc.
Annie’s Project-Education for Farm Women
Antrex, Inc.
Big ‘O’ Books – Orion Samuelson
Capital Agricultural Property Services, Inc.
Carlson Brothers Farm
Carter Network Realty
Caton Commercial Real Estate Group
FamilyFarmed.org
Farm & Home Services
Farmers National Company
Farmland Network LLC
Farms4Lease.Com
Financial Solutions Advisory Group/UpStream

Investment Partners
First Midwest Bank
Folkes Farms

Rund Farms: Green Flame Energy/International 
Agtivities

Hertz Farm Management & Real Estate
Hoffman Realty, LLC
Hunting Leasing Network
Illinois Agricultural Leadership Foundation
Author: Jeff Korhan: Built-In Social
Joliet Junior College
Land Sales Bulletin
Martin Family Farms
Murray Wise Associates LLC
Peoples Company
Rosenboom Realty
SF Anderson Financial Services
Soy Capital Ag Services
Springfield Plastics, Inc.
Stewart Farms Partnership
Sunnyvale Grain Systems, Inc.
Will-South-Cook Soil & Water Conservation 

 District

We Thank Our Farmland Investment Fair Exhibitors
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Roll Call

Honorable Roger Price, consul general of the Australian
 Consulate-General, from left, past TCF president Brian Shea,
Jeffery Yang, consul general of the Consulate General of the
Peoples Republic of China in Chicago, and Ke Dai, consul of
the Consulate General of the Peoples Republic of China in

Chicago gathered during a recent meeting.

John Hauser, from left, Jean Stone, Pat Clickener,
and John Rutledge

Cheryl Deany, left, and
Nancy Bruggeman

Sabina Chen, left, and Virginia Sheng
of the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office
in Chicago lunched with Bruce Ahrens of

 Farmers National Company.

Samuel Martin, from left, John Damisch,
and Laura Smith caught up on news

at a recent meeting.

Pete Petges, left, TCF treasurer, and
David Oppedahl, TCF secretary

Eric Rund, left, TCF vice president,
and Dr. Robert Thompson, a recent
speaker, of the Paul H. Nitze School
of Advanced International Studies at

Johns Hopkins University

Kelly Delp, left, stewardship coordinator
at Purdue University’s College of

 Agriculture, and Evan Rich, a Purdue
 University student who was a recipient

of a TCF scholarship
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Chicago - local food
purveyor to the world?

by Rich Schell

Most of you remember Carl Sandburg’s “City of
the Broad Shoulders” poem where he calls
Chicago the “hog butcher to the world.” Last
June, Chicago Farmers’ member and past
 president Colleen Callahan was present at a
unique event in the history of the city.
 Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack attended this
event at the request of Mayor Rahm Emanuel to
talk about local food. This joint appearance
marked a milestone in Chicago’s position and
potential as a local food center. 

While in the city, Secretary Vilsack visited the
Fresh Moves Mobile Market Bus, a renovated
Chicago Transit Authority bus that brings fresh,
affordable fruits and veggies to Austin and North
Lawndale, two neighborhoods with limited
 access to fresh produce. Joined by Mayor
Emanuel, Secretary Vilsack commended the
mayor’s  commitment to healthy food access and
 he announced USDA support for the expansion
of  mobile markets in Chicago and the Pacific 
Northwest, as well as a research project to assess
the impact of mobile markets as a strategy to
 increase healthy food access in rural and urban
communities.

Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel, Colleen Callahan and
 Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack.
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www.1stfarmcredit.com
1-800-444-3276

1st Farm Credit Services is an equal opportunity provider.

Thank you for letting us be your
trusted lender for over 93 years.
Let us help you magnify your
options. Call 1st Farm Credit Services
today!

Crop Insurance, Leasing, Patronage, Agriculture Appraisals,
Storage Building Loans, Rural Consumer Loans, Swine Loans, and more.

Chicago has a thriving local food sector and
these initiatives represent continued
 development of local food as a possible engine
for rural economic development.

Also, as no less than The Wall Street Journal has
recently reported on the alarming increases in
Type 2 diabetes in children, these initiatives offer
a possible means of helping to prevent childhood
obesity and rising levels of Type 2 diabetes.
 Perhaps it will be a win-win for Chicago, for
farmers and producers and for rural Illinois.

Editor’s note: Rich Schell is a lawyer, teaches
food law and grew up in a farm family. He is a
member of The Chicago Farmers and a past
 president of the organization.

2013 Calendar
Monday, March 11

Land Values
Speakers include Mike Morris of 1st Farm
Credit, Bruce Ahrens with Farmers  National
Company, and Doug Deininger of Capital
Agricultural Property Services, Inc. 

Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago

Monday, April 8
Illinois Ag Leadership
Foundation:
China Travels

Monday, May 13
Estate Planning & the 
Role of Corporate
Fiduciaries
Annual Meeting
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We Thank Our Sponsors
For Their Support

The Chicago Farmer
is published by

The Chicago Farmers
332 S. Michigan Avenue

Suite 1032, #C-110
Chicago, IL 60604-4434

(312) 388-FARM
(815) 469-1901 Fax

E-mail:
members@chicagofarmers.org

Web site:
www.chicagofarmers.org
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